NMPUOPUTETUTE HA ABCTPUNCKOTO
NPEACEQATEJICTBO HA CBbBETA HA
EBPOIMNMENCKUA CBHIO3

M3TouHuk: Noptan "EBpona’
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“lNoeMaHeTo Ha npeacenaTencTBOTO HAa EBpONEenckmns Ccbio3 € 4ecT U OTFOBOPHOCT 3a ABCTPUS, KAKTO M 3@
BCsiKa CTpaHa M BCeKM aAunsaomaT. ToBa € MOMEHT, U3MbJ/IHEH C MHOIO o4YakBaHus. bpoaT Ha gocueTaTa, No
KOMUTO 3amno4yBaMe HenocpeacTeeHa paborta, e 600, npun ToBa B chepmnTe Ha BCUYKKN MOSNTUKN" — 3a8BMU
AHeC NocnaHuKbT Ha ABCTpus y Hac Kapn Ouem B 3ana “"Cpegeu” Ha xoTen “LlepaToH”. TaM ce npoBege
nyb6an4yHoO npeacraBsHe Ha NpuvopuTeTMTe Ha ABCTPUIACKOTO npeacenatencrtso Ha CbBeTa Ha EBponerickus
Cbl03, OpraHmsmpaHo oT EBponeinckmnsa MHCTUTYT.

ToBa e BTOpOTO nNpeacenaTencrso Ha ABCTpuA 3a nocneaHuTe 7 roaMHU U nNosnosuHa. o BpeMe Ha CBOeTOo
pOTaLUMOHHO NpeacenaTencTso, BueHa we e “cKkpoMHa, pa3yMHa U peannuctuyHa”, no aymute Ha [uvew,
Tbi KaTto 90% oT pabotaTa Ha CbBeTa e nNpeaBapuTenHoO nNnaHupaHa. lNpuoputeTuTe ca B Cb3BYy4Me C
NbTS, N3BBPBSAH N0 BpeMe Ha hUHNAHACKOTO npeacenaTesicTBo we 6baaT Npoab/KeHN NocnenoBaTesiHO
oT Nepmanus, MopTtyranua n CnoBeHus.

MpencenatencTsoTo Ha BueHa cvn noctassa 4 rnaBHU 334auun: OCUIypsiBaHe U Cb3AaBaHe Ha HOBW paboTHU
MecTa, KakKTo U CTUMYJINpaHe Ha MKOHOMNYECKUS pacTeXx; OCUrypsiBaHe M No-HaTaTbLWHO pa3BUTUE Ha
EBponencknsa counaneH moaen; cneyesniBaHe Ha AOBEPUETO Ha rpaxxaaHuTte B eBponenckus npoekt u EC
KaTo usno. Hapen c ToBa — npoab/ixu Kapn Ouem — EBpona TpsibBa Aa 3acunBa ponsita Cu KaTo CUNIEH U
HajeXAeH NapTHbOP Ha CBeTOBHAaTa reononmMTmnyecka cueHa. “lMpes cnegsawmnte 6 meceua EC we
OCbLUECTBM Ccpelm Ha Bbpxa Cc Pycusa, AnoHusa, JlaTnHcka AMepuka mn ctpaHute ot Kapmnbckusa 6acenH,
KakTo n cbc CALL n KaHapa”, cbobwm gunaomaTsT.

Han-ronsamo npeamssukartencrso npeg EC B MOMeHTa e 3aeToCTTa, U3TbKHa TOM, @ BUCLI NPUOPUTET Ha
BueHa we 6bae MKOHOMUYECKMAT pacTex n HaMmansiBaHe Ha 6e3pabotmuaTta. “"Tpsabea ga ocurypum
cBob60ogHO ABMXEHME Ha ycnyru 6e3 AbMNMHI, KOETO LWe ce Nosyyn 4ypes no-mManobporHm, No-npocTtm m
no-pabotewmn npasuia”, noacHn Ton. CtpemMex we 6bae AaBaHETO Ha 3e/leHa CBET/IMHA Npea MHoBaumuTe
B MKOHOMMKATA, KOETO Ce OTHAcCH [1aBHO A0 MankuTe u cpeaHu npeanpuatusa. Te, cnopea Kapn Ouewm,
nMmaT Han-ronsMa Heob6xoAMMOCT OT creumanHo nognomaraHe, 3a Aa yCcrnesaTt npu eKCnaH3msaTa cu Ha
eBponenckus nasap.

“BpUTaHCKOTO NpeacenaTencTBo NOCTUIHA rossaM ycrnex no oTHoweHue Ha 6ogxeTta Ha EBponenckus
Cbto3”, nogyepTa aBCTPUIACKMAT NOCAAHNK WU AOMBJIHM, Ye cpes NPUOPUTETUTE Ce HapeXaaT CbLo Taka
MNaanTe Xopa u eHepreTmkaTta.

MocnaHukbT Ha AecTpua Kapn vem o6CTOMHO ce cnps Ha BbNpoca 3a AOBEPUETO Ha rpaxaaHute Ha EC B
€BpOMencKnTe MHCTUTYUMmn. “He e egHakBa KapTMHaTa BbB BCUYKWN CTPAHM — YJIEHKMU, LLO Ce OTHacs Ao
€BpONencKoTo HacTpoeHme” — kasa ToM — "B Hakomn AoMUHMpa ONTUMU3BM, B APYTM — NECUMU3BM U 3@
CbXaneHue KaTo Laso KapTMHaTa He € MHoro pagoctHa”. Cnopen Kapn Auem Bwnrapums we ce
npucbeanHn kbM EC 6e3 BMcoka cTerneH Ha oblwecTBeHO Heg0BepMeE KbM €BPONENCKUTE MHCTUTYLUN,
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KOETO € NOoMoXUTENHa TeHAEHUMS. “3ana3eTe cerawHnsa cu Ayx, Ayxa Ha ropsu orbH” — Np1M3oBa TOM U
NPUNOMHMN, Ye B ABCTpUS — BbMNPEKM 66-NPOLEHTHUS MOSIOXUTENEH OTrOBOP Ha pedepeHayMa 3a
UYNEHCTBOTO Ha cTpaHaTa B EC, aBCcTpuMiuMTe ce HapexaaT cpel Hal-NecMMUCTUYHO HacTPOEHUTE Ha
KOHTMHeHTa. O4akBaM bbnrapusa ga 6bae “goctatbuHO ybeauTenHa” 3a o6WecTBEHOTO MHEHWE cpej,
eBponencknTe rpaxaaHu, kasa owe uem.

“BbNpOCHLT He € Aanu M Kora, Makap 4e 6bIrapckoTo NpaBUTENICTBO C OCHOBaHWE 3aAaBa M Te3N BbIMPOCH
- a WO 3a YJeH Lie 6bAe M AOKOJIKO € NOArOTBEHA 3a YIEHCTBO”, M3TbKHA MNOCNAHUKbBT Ha ABCTPUS Y Hac.

"B EBponenckms Cbio3 MMa MHOIo paso4vapoBaHue n Toea e daKT, C KONTo Tpsabsa Aa ce HayuuMm aa
XMBEEM, TbpCENKN HauYMHM Aa nogobpuMm cutyaumnaTa”, kasa Juem, cnopes KOroto 3ajada Ha nonvrtuuure
e “pa ybexxgaesaT eBpONEncKUTe rpaxjaHun — OBEPUETO € Kpalblb/ieH KaMbK B eBponenckaTa
nHTerpauuns. PaswmnpasaHeTo He Tpsabea Aa 6bae M3BbPLUBAHO CASAMNO, @ NEeCUMU3MBT He e PeHOMeH, npesa
KOMTO Cu 3aTBapsiMe oumnTte”, 3aktoum Ton. Cnopea Hero 3apaau coumanHute npobnemun n 6espabortmuarta
B EBpOna 0THOBO ce 3apaxaaT HauMOHaAn3bM, NONynAM3bM M cTpax. MocnaHMKbT 065BK, Ye aBCTPUINCKOTO
npeaceaaTescTBo We npoBeae Ha 27 sgHyapu KoHdepeHuusa noa Haacnos “The sense of Europe” — kaTo
JaTaTa 3a HEMHOTO MpPOBeEXAaHe He e C/lyyalHa — ToraBa e poaeH Bondranr AMageyc MouaprT.
MoconcTBOTO Ha ABCTPMUS Ce aHraxmpa Aa oCbLLeCTBM Y Hac B CbTPYAHMYECTBO C 6barapckuTte Bnactu
T.Hap. "Plan D” - “gemokpaumns”, “amnanor” n “anckycma”. Toea € nHMUNATMBA, KOATO BCUUKU UHCTUTYLIUN,
CBbp3aHu C eBponelickaTta naes, Tpsibsa Aa ocbLiecTBaABaT B CBETOBeH Mawab. 3a ta3um uen, B Codus
MOCOJICTBOTO LWE pa3ymTa Ha noakpena oT cTpaHa Ha Hdeneraumsata Ha EK, MBHP n HIMO kaTo
EBponencknsa MHCTUTYT — noa4vepta Anem.

Cnopen Kapn uem Bcsika cTpaHa Ha bankaHuTe ce Hyxaae OoT nogkpena nooTAesHo B NbTa M kbM EC, a
BueHa ce aHraxupa no BpemMe Ha poTauuMOHHOTO NpeacenaTencTBoO Ha Cbio3a, Aa Ce CTPeMU BbNPOCHT 3a
BankaHuTe ga He cnm3a oT AHEBHUSA pea Ha paboTaTa. CurypHocTTa TpsibBa Aa HaAXBbpPaM HaUMOHANHUTE
AbpxaBu Ha bankaHuTe, ka3a owe TON.

Ha Bbnpoc 3a no3uuuaTta Ha EC no oTHoweHMe Ha 6barapckute MeanumnmHCKn cectpu B Jlnbusa, Kapn Ouem
oTroBopu Taka: “Pa3bupa ce HMe cMe 3arpmxeHun oT LUSN0TO CM CbpLle 3a cbabaTta Ha BawwuTe
CbHapoAHMYKKN. B apabckusa CBAT Har-BaXKHOTO € Aa ce 3anasu Auue, aBTopuTteT. ToBa € 06CToATeNncTBso, C
kKoeTo Tpsibea ga 6vaat cbobpaseHun ycmnmsaTa HU 3a pewwaBaHe Ha npobnema. OCBeH 3a MegnuunuTe, Hue
TpsibBa 4a HaMepuM pelueHne 3a AbpXXaBHWUS I1aBa M 3a Hapoaa Ha Jlnbus. Kasycet TpsbBa ga ce pewn
Taka, ye Jga He m3rnexaga, ye nubuickarta cTtpaHa e rybewa. Mucns, 4ye KOIKOTO No-Masiko roBOpuM,
TOJIKOBa NoBeye MoXxe Aa 6bae cBbplieHo 3a4 KynucuTe”. Ha sbnpoc ganm EC we pearvpa Ha
nocnenHoTo masiereHmne Ha Myamap Kagadun, Kapn Ouem otrosopu: “lNpun BCsika MexayHapoaHa nposiBa
Ha Kagadu BuHarnm nma pasnumyHu TbiKyBaHMS Ha NnpeBoja. Tol e cmneH aktbop. Moxe 61 e kasan Toea
3a BbTpEeLlIHa ynoTtpeba.”

Ha Bbnpoc 3a obwecTtseHaTa noakpena cnpsamMo EBponenckarta KOHCTUTYUMUS NMpu NOoAHOBSIBAHETO Ha
nebarta 3a Hesa CbC CMeHeH opMaT, NocnaHuK [IneM He ce aHraxupa c nporHosa. B 3anarta 6sxa

NpUNOMHEHM AyMuTe Ha XXo3e MaHyen [lypao Bbapo3o 3a EBponerickaTta KOHCTUTYyumMs — ye “... npobnemMbT
He e B TEKCTa, a B KoHTekcTa"”. Kapn lnem ce cbrnacm c Tasm KOHCTaTauus, A0oMb/BaNKM, Ye BCE Olle
MHO3MHCTBOTO €BPONencKn rpaxxaaHun “... He 3HaAT KakKBO M 3allo ce cny4ysa B bprokcen”.

Ha Bbnpoc 3a craTyTa Ha KocoBo, Kapn [lvem oTroBopu Taka: “KocCOBO ce Hy»xaae OT eBponencku
cTaHAapTV u eBponeicka curypHocT. EC ce cTpeMu fa HaMepu U3Xo4 C MakcuMMasHa AefIMKaTHOCT,
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OCbLLECTBABAaNKM MHTEH3MBHM NPEroBopu, NOBEPEHN B pbLETE Ha ONUTHU cneumannctn.” Cnopeg Anem
TOBa € BbMPOC, KOMTO M3NCKBA MNOBeYe BpeMe U CbC CUIYPHOCT LWe HaaXBbpan 6-MeceyHus nepuos, B
KOMTO ABCTpMS e poTaumoHeH npeacenaten Ha EC.

Ha Bbnpoc kakBo 61 npenopbyasn Ha 6bArapckoTO NPaBUTENCTBO 3a HaN-A06pUTe HauYMHKM Aa 3alinTaBa
HaLUWOHA/IHUTE NHTEPECU B EBPOMENCKNTE MHCTUTYLUNU, aBCTPUNCKNAT NOCNAHUK OTroBOpu Taka: “U
caMuTe CTPaHW — YNEeHKU eABa /I UMaT OTroBOP Ha To3m BbNpoc! YueTe ce B Kpauka.”

B 3akntoueHne HeroBo NpeBb3X0ANTENCTBO OTNPaBW TPU MoxXxenaHusa KbM EBpona oT MMeTo Ha cTpaHaTa
Cn - poTaumoHeH npeacenaten Ha EC: “lNoBeye gosepue cpef rpaxaaHuTte, npo3padHocT B camusa EC n
Kypax B npoueca Ha pa3swunpsasaHeTo”. MNocnaHUKbT Kasa, Ye npu cienBalloTo aBCTPUMNCKO
npeacenatencrteo npes 2019 rogmHa, BueHa 6u Tpsabeano ga noeMe npeacenatesnictBoTo oT bbarapus...
OpurnHanHa ped Ha nocnaHmka Ha AscTpuda B bunrapua Kapn [nem:

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren

Ladies and gentlemen,

Taking over the presidency of the Council of the European Union is a great and honourable task for each
Member State and for each diplomat. It is as well a daunting task. The start of each presidency is a
joyful and a touching moment full of expectation. We will seek to advance the European Agenda and to
serve Europe. In our case it means to manage nearly 600 dossiers in all policy areas.

In an enlarging European Union the role of the Council presidency is gaining importance. At the same
time we have to be modest and humble. And realistic. Austria is far from presiding over the European
Union, we are only chairing one of its institutions for six months. 90% of the agenda is predetermined.
We cooperate closely with the British and the Finish presidency. Work will then be continued by the
German, Portuguese and Slovenian Presidencies.

The priorities of our presidency are based on the common work program of the Austrian and the Finish
Presidencies 2006 as contained in the Council document 16065 from 22 December 2005. This program
has been presented in December last year in Brussels by foreign minister Ursula PLASSNIK und Erkki
TUOMIOJA. I will draw on this program and present the priorities of the Austrian Presidency in a
moment.

The Austrian and the Finish Presidencies will concentrate on four main tasks:

0 securing and creating jobs and enhancing growth

o securing and further developing the European Social Model

o0 winning the trust and confidence of citizens in the European Project and the European Union

o strengthening the role of the EU as a strong and reliable partner in the world. In the first six month the
EU will hold summit meetings with Russia, Japan, Latin America and the Caribbean, the USA and
Canada.

To create more growth and employment is the most challenging and burning task in Europe at the
moment. Therefore the effective implementation of the renewed Lisbon Strategy of growth and
employment is a top priority. Growth and employment will be the main theme of our first European
Council in March 2006. We will concentrate on employment and on social security and social inclusion.
We will pay special attention to completing the internal market for services, telecommunication, energy
and financial services.

Free movement of services without any restrictions and without social dumping must be possible. As part
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of the objective of strengthening the competitiveness of the Union, we intend to continue implementing
the agenda of better regulation; this means less, simpler and better regulations.

We want to foster macro-economic conditions conducive to stability and sustainable growth and to
achieve progress in the area of structural/microeconomic policy and employment policy. We will follow up
the informal summit meeting at Hampton Court by carrying forward work on research and development,
universities, demographic challenges and energy further.

Science and research is one of the engines for growth, employment and welfare. We will not be
successful if we do not create an environment that encourages innovations and strengthens the
knowledge based economy.

We will therefore try hard to conclude the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Development
and to reach a final decision on the Framework Programme for Competitiveness and Innovation before
the end of 2006. This Programme aims at stimulating greater investment in innovation, in particular at
the level of small and medium enterprises.

The European Youth Pact is part of the reform program of the Lisbon Strategy. It aims at raising
employment and employability of young people, improving education and increasing compatibility of
family life and profession. In late March youth ministers will discuss these issues in Bad Ischl.
Sustainable development is a fundamental objective. It ensures that meeting the needs of the present
generation will not compromise those of future generations. It requires trends that threaten the future
quality of life to be curbed if not reversed.

The European Council should be able to adopt a renewed, ambitious and comprehensive strategy in June
2006 covering areas such as energy for sustainable development, climate change, air
pollution/atmosphere and industrial development. The strategy will bring together the Community's
sustainable development priorities and objectives in a clear, coherent strategy that can be communicated
simply and effectively to citizens. We will take proper account of sustainability considerations in all
internal and external Community policies.

The political agreement on the Financial Perspectives in the European Council in December was a
masterpiece of the British presidency and expressed well European Solidarity. In the next months we
hope to be able to conclude a new Inter-institutional Agreement with the European Parliament. The
Parliament is critical towards the Council agreement but without it we will not have a budget deal.
Furthermore we need to reach as fast as possible decisions in the Council on about 40 different
regulations, necessary in order to break down the amounts per budget heading to the various Union
programs.

Ladies and Gentlemen

I could now go on to present the Presidency program and then sit down. But it would be a somehow vain
and routine exercise unless I use the attention you kindly pay to my presentation in order to slightly
alter the subject and turn to the general feeling prevailing in the Member states of the European Union.
This matters because the mood, the trust and the confidence of the EU- institutions and the citizens is
the backbone of our work. These are important factors, also for the accession of Bulgaria. Bulgaria will
enter the Union without a referendum, but in Bulgaria the Union is popular and confidence is large. The
fire is burning. In this regard there is a lot we can learn from Bulgaria. I am looking forward to a
convinced and convincing Bulgaria as member of the Union.

The relevant question is not whether Bulgaria will be a Member state, nor when it will accede, but what
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kind of member it will be and how well prepared it will enter the Union. If well prepared, Bulgaria will
profit enormously.

The prevailing mood in the European Union is, unfortunately, not joyful. This is true especially for Austria
with a large part of Eurosceptics. We can not muster support and confidence for the EU. The EU is no
beloved, it does not set the pulses raising, it is no factor of identification. This is a bitter disappointment
after 50 years of European integration but it is a fact we have to account for.

Probably the most important task of the Presidency is to regain trust and confidence of the citizens. Trust
of the citizens in the European Union as well as trust among the Member states and the institutions are
the building stones of integration policies. It would us do no good to pursue integration blindly with
decreasing confidence and legitimacy. “... if our citizens do not keep the notion of Europe in their mind
and feel it in their heart, the European idea is endangered and will die”. These are the wise words of
Winston Churchill in 1947.

Phenomena which we thought overcome like nationalism, populism, fear about the future and social
insecurity have surfaced. In the eyes of some, Europe does no longer stand for peace and welfare but for
globalization and job losses. This raises questions of the character and the identity of Europe, the role
and the significance of the Union, its objectives and its limits, the possibility of a shared European future.

In order to discuss these questions and to start a broad public debate the Austrian Presidency will hold a
Conference called ,the Sound of Europe®™ on 27 January in Salzburg. The conference should be inspired
by the music of the great Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart who was born in this town on this day 250 years
ago.

The important issue of subsidiarity will be subject of another conference on 18 April in St. P?lten. In
doing so we will carry forward the debate on the European way of life and its values.

Plan D - D stands for Democracy, Dialogue, Discussion - is a worthwhile initiative all players in the EU
should pursue. The Austrian Embassy will try to implement the plan in Bulgaria with the help of the
Delegation of the European Commission, the Bulgarian Foreign Ministry and NGOs like the European
Institute and Europe House.

We should not lose confidence and retreat from the great and awesome European project and its
manifold challenges. We should reason and argue for an integrating Europe with courage, inspiration and
a sense of realism. And we should present its achievements which often seem a matter-of-course but in
fact are not. Any national government shall sell harder the benefits of membership.

The EU is a success and it has a future. It has been increasingly successful in pursuing agreed foreign
policy and security objectives. The common approach to engage Iran including in Human Rights issue
may be paying off. The successful launch of the first surveillance satellite of the Galileo project
represents a significant joint investment in the future. Airbus 380 is another example of European
craftsmanship.

There is a large consent to Europe as a peace project and to the European social model which comprises:
health care, pension system, education, culture, agriculture and environment. And we should not forget:
European values are deep-rooted. Security, social justice and recognition of diversity form a common
basis that makes Europe unique.

As the world becomes ever more competitive through globalisation and the advances in technology,
there are increasing pressures facing our European social model.
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With globalisation many Europeans fear that this model is threatened and expect it to be protected. We
have to find a balance between the challenges of demographic change and globalisation on the one hand
and social justice and equal opportunities on the other hand. The Austrian Presidency will deal with these
subjects and doing its share in making our European social model work for our citizens in the future.
The future of the constitutional treaty is one of the most delicate issues of the Austrian Presidency. In
June 2005, the European Council decided to initiate a period of reflection on the future of Europe
involving both the Member states through national debates and the institutions of the European Union.
We will assess the national debates, take stock of the reflection process and establish a clearer
perspective for the future. I hope we can agree on how to proceed. The Austrian Presidency will confer
with its partners and develop, if possible, a common choreography. In doing so we would like to involve
national parliaments and youth organisations. If circumstances allow we could try to promote a tentative
road map with a number of topics.

The reform the constitution contains are vital, the reasons for drafting it are more pressing than ever. It
should increase the clout of the Union and the confidence of the citizen. The constitution has so far been
ratified by 13 Member states holding about 50% of the population.

Enlargement of the Union is successful and has strengthened Europe. Bulgaria and Romania will become
EU members on the basis of the accession treaty signed on 25 April in Luxembourg. Monitoring of the
commitments undertaken in the accession negotiations will continue with the objective of both countries
acceding to the Union in January 2007.

The European Council in June 2006 will have to take a final decision on the entry date for Bulgaria and
Romania. It will do so after the assessment of the Commission regarding the legislative and the effective
state of preparations to EU accession. Preparations for accession within the framework of the Europe
agreements, as well as targeted pre-accession assistance, will continue.

Negotiations with Croatia and Turkey have started on 3 October last year. The first screening reports will
become available in the first half 2006. On this basis the Council will unanimously decide to open
negotiation chapters in accordance with the agreed negotiating framework. Each candidate country will
be treated individually on its own merits.

Concerning the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia we welcome the granting of candidate status as
a positive effect on the EU strategy for the region. We will follow further progress of compliance with the
Copenhagen political criteria and effective implementation of the Stabilisation and Association
Agreement.

Mainstreaming Human Rights into the EU's external policy is a high priority. We hope to conclude in 2006
negotiations on setting up a European Fundamental Rights Agency. The Agency will be seated in Vienna
and should be operational on 1 January 2007. It should be a centre of competence of the EU for human
rights issue.

Meeting of East and West and Southeast is a concrete expression of the European peace project in the
XXI Century. I refer to the countries of Western Balkans (ALB, BuH, Kroatien, SuM, FYROM). We have to
involve and engage them in the Union step by step for the sake of good neighbourhood, safety and
stability.

We would like to support each country on its own way to the European integration and we want to keep
the region on top of the European Agenda. We can not question the European perspective of these
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countries. One day they will be members of the European Union.

The region is a key area of stability. We will hold a meeting of EU Foreign Minister with their colleagues
of Western Balkans countries in Salzburg parallel to the Gymnich meeting on 10 and 11 Mars. In addition
there will be eight ministerial and six expert meetings with West Balkan countries in Austria in the first
half of 2006.

We will continue the Stabilization and Association Agreement negotiations with Bosnia and Herzegowina
and Serbia and Montenegro. We will follow closely events in Montenegro and in Kosovo. We expect
Podgorica to cooperate closely with the Special Envoy Miroslav Lajzak. My former colleagues Albert
Rohan and Stefan Lehne participate in the Kosovo status negotiations, assisting UN-Special Envoy
Athisaari. Kosovo needs European involvement and European standards.

In addition to the Western Balkans, an important foreign policy priority is the European Neighbourhood
Policy. The aim is to build a zone of security, stability and wealth that extends over the borders of the
European Union. There is no prospect of accession to the Union. But a far-reaching close relationship can
be achieved.

The Action Plans of Ukraine and Moldova are already in the implementation phase, and the first reviews
of these Action Plans will start in 2006. Russia has long been a key partner to the Union. We will
continue work on the Road Maps for the cooperation on the four common spaces which cover economic
issues and the environment. Apart from various meetings of experts of different fields, the foreign
ministers meeting will take place in March, the Summit in May in Sotschi.

Ladies and Gentlemen, in concluding allow me to issue three wishes for Europe. We need

- More confidence and trust of the citizens in the Union

- More clarity within the Union

- More verve and courage for our Union. This is the basic idea of the Presidency Logo. It expresses
development, dynamism, movement, diversity and colourfulness.

The next time we will hold the Presidency in 2019. We will take the agenda form the first Bulgarian
Presidency in the second half of 2018. Again we will then pass on the dossiers to the Finish presidency.
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