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PARTICIPANTS’ DETAILS
The "Europe 2020 - Civic Visions" international conference, which is taking place in Sofia on January 29 and 30, has three panels, which will be working simultaneously from 11.30 to 17.00 h. local time on Friday, January 29, in three different halls of the Grand Hotel "Sofia". The conference team is presenting the panel topics, the halls location, the moderators, as well as the participants and the organizations that they are representing. For additional information, please do not hesitate to contact the organizers during the event. 

PANEL ONE: The European democracy – mission possible? (Hall "Serdika", fl. 1)

Communication with the citizens; expanding democracy; the role of the national state and its institutions...

Moderator: Mrs. Tihomira Trifonova, political analyst, Centre for Policy Modernization

Participants:

Mrs. Agnieszka Łada, PhD – Researcher of the Institute of Public Affairs in Warsaw, Poland

Topic: European Parliament elections' turnout – a test for the European democracy

The Institute of Public Affairs (IPA) is an independent, non-partisan public policy think-tank. The IPA was established in 1995 to support modernization reforms and to provide a forum for informed debate on social and political issues. It conducts research, as well as societal analysis and presents policy recommendations. The IPA aims to: implement projects significant for the public domain; initiate public debates; identify potential threats to the social fabric and anticipate future problems; offer new ideas for policies aimed at solving existing and future problems.

Ms. Agnieszka Lada is PhD in political science, Head of the European Programme / Researcher of the Institute of Public Affairs in Warsaw. She is the author and co-author of reports and articles on Polish-German issues, Presidency in the EU Council and European Parliament. She specializes in European and in German issues, the problem of civil education and in press studies.

Mr. Andrey Kovachev, PhD – MEP (CEDB/EPP), Bulgaria

Topic: The democratic deficit in the EU – What follows after the Lisbon Treaty?

In the EP Mr. Kovatchev (http://www.andrey-kovatchev.eu) is member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Subcommittee on Security and Defense, as well as of the Delegation for relations with the United States. He is substitute member of the Committee on Regional Development and of the Delegation for relations with countries of Southeast Asia and ASEAN. He is leader of the Bulgarian delegation of MEPs from GERB into the EPP Group. Since 2007, he is Vice-chairman of the Committee on foreign policy and European affairs within the Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (GERB-CEDB) party. Mr. Kovatchev is Doctor of Natural Sciences, Saarland University (Germany).

Mr. Christian Felber – Attac, Vienna University of Economics and Business, Austria

Topic: Proposals for the democratization of the European Union

Mag. phil. Christian Felber (www.christian-felber.at) is freelance journalist, book author and international lecturer. Co-founder of Attac Austria, press speaker for 3 years, member of the executive board for 2 years, at present: speaker. Coordinator of the European “Attac´s 10 Principles for a Democratic EU Treaty” (http://www.attac.at/eu-convention). His university studies in Vienna und Madrid include Romance Philology, political science, psychology and sociology.

Mr. David Král - EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy, Czech Republic  

Topic: European Citizens’ initiative

EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy is a non-profit, non-partisan and independent institute. It focuses on the issues of European integration and its impact on the transformation of political, economic and legal milieu in the Czech Republic. EUROPEUM strives to contribute to a long-lasting development of democracy, security, stability, freedom and solidarity across Europe. EUROPEUM formulates opinions and offers alternatives to internal reforms in the Czech Republic with a view of ensuring her full-fledged membership and respected position in the European Union. 

Mr. David Král graduated from the Law Faculty at Charles University. He has been the chairman of EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy in Brussels since 2000 where he also serves as the director of EU policies program. His main areas of expertise in EUROPEUM include the EU reform and Constitutional Treaty, EU enlargement, EU external relations, Common Foreign and Security Policy and EU policy of Freedom, Security and Justice.

Mr. Hrvoje Butkovic – Institute for International Relations (IMO), Croatia  

Topic: Models of democracy in the EU: traditional and innovative democratic practice

The Institute for International Relations (IMO) from Zagreb, Croatia is a public, non-profit, scientific research organization, established in 1963. The Institute is engaged in interdisciplinary research of: European integration, international economic and political relations, transitional policy, international markets, sustainable development, resource economics and environmental policy, foreign policy, strategic decision analysis and culture and communication. IMO caries out research, educational and information activities. 

Mr. Hrvoje Butković is research assistant at IMO, Department for European Integration. He is a PhD candidate at the Faculty of Political Science of the University of Zagreb. He actively participated on the several scientific conferences and published scientific and professional articles within the broader thematic field of European integration and civil society research. He also participated in implementation of several research projects focusing on Croatian integration in the EU. Among his spheres of interest and recently released research publications are Croatia within the European context, euroscepticism and European integration and regionalism as reaction to European integration.

Mr. Ivailo Kalfin – MEP, (BSP/S&D), Bulgaria

Topic: A Democratic EU Budget - mission possible?

Former Foreign Minister of Bulgaria, Mr. Ivaylo Kalfin (http://kalfin.eu) is Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Budgets. As MEP he represents the Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats in the EP. He heads the Bulgarian delegation of MEPs into the S&D Group. Mr. Kalfin is Member of the Special Committee on the Financial, Economic and Social Crisis and substitute member of two EP committees – on Budgetary control and on Industry, Research and Energy. In addition, he is member of the Delegation for relations with Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and Kosovo and substitute member of the Delegation for relations with the countries of South Asia.
Mr. João Sant'Anna – Head of the Legal Department, the European Ombudsman

Topic: The European Ombudsman as guardian of transparency

Mr. João Sant'Anna is a former civil servant of the European Parliament, working in the Directorates-General for Information and Public Relations, for Research, for Personnel and Finance, and finally, in the Legal Service of the European Parliament. He joined the European Ombudsman's Office as Head of the Administration and Finance Department in 2000. He was appointed Head of the Legal Department on 1 July 2007. In this function, he manages and leads the Department in its complaint-handling activities. The Head of the Legal Department also advises the Ombudsman on the legal strategy and direction of the institution and fulfils representative functions.

Mrs. Lоukia Kotronaki, PhD – Athens University, Greece

Topic: Solidarity in Protest: Insurrectionary Collective Action in Greece

Loukia Kotronaki is a PhD candidate at the Dept of Politics and History, Panteion University of Social and Political Science, Athens (thesis title: ‘Beyond Consensus: Contentious Politics and the Dynamics of Internationalist Collective Action –the Greek Case, 2000-2007’). She holds a D.E.A. in Sociologie Politique et Anthropologie Politique from Paris I –La Sorbonne, where she has also been a researcher at the CPRS. Works of hers have appeared in edited volumes and journals such as Actuel Marx, Contretemps, and Situations. She is also a regular contributor to the Greek national Press. 
Mr. Marco Incerti - Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS), Brussels  

Topic: European citizens and the Crisis in the European Institutions

Founded in Brussels in 1983, the Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) is among the most experienced and authoritative think tanks operating in the European Union today. CEPS serves as a leading forum for debate on EU affairs, but its most distinguishing feature lies in its strong in-house research capacity, complemented by an extensive network of partner institutes throughout the world. Some of the goals of CEPS are: to carry out state-of-the-art policy research leading to solutions to the challenges facing Europe today; to achieve high standards of academic excellence and maintain unqualified independence; to provide a forum for discussion among all stakeholders in the European policy process. 

Mr. Incerti is Research Fellow & Head of Communications at CEPS - Brussels, one of the most experienced and authoritative think tanks operating in the European Union today. He has Laurea (M.A.) in Law (specializing in EU Constitutional Law), University of Rome 'La Sapienza'; M.A. in Law and Economy, University of Rome 'Tor Vergata'. 

Mrs. Mariya Nedelcheva – MEP (CEDB/EPP), Bulgaria

Topic: Civic Initiatives and Relations with National Parliaments

Mrs. Mariya Nedelcheva (http://mariya-nedelcheva.eu) is Member of the European Parliament (EPP, Bulgaria), she is the only Bulgarian member of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development. She is also member of the Committee on Petitions and of the Delegation to the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly. As MEP, Mrs. Nedelcheva is also substitute member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs and of the Delegation to the EU-Turkey Joint Parliamentary Committee. 
Mr. Michael Bruter – London School of Economics, United Kingdom

Topic: The paradox of European democracy

Michael Bruter (http://www.michaelbruter.org), senior lecturer in Political Science and European politics at the London School of Economics and Political Science. He is author of numerous publications, guest professor at many universities. He has also been Editor of the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence for European Union Studies, as well as Member of its Executive Board and Researcher. 
Mrs. Ségolène Pruvot - European Alternatives, France

Topic: European institutions and democracy in Europe, relations between social movements and European or transnational institutions

European Alternatives is a trans-national organization, based in London, Paris, and Bologna. European Alternatives is devoted to exploring the potential for a post-national or transnational politics and culture, and promoting intellectual and artistic engagement with the idea and future of Europe. The organization runs several projects and events on cultural and political themes internationally, publish a regular magazine, as well as organize the yearly Transeuropa Festival.

Ségolène Pruvot (http://www.euroalter.com/author/s-pruvot) is project officer at the European Alternatives: a trans-national organization based in London, Paris, and Bologna, devoted to exploring the potential for a post-national or transnational politics and culture, and promoting intellectual and artistic engagement with the idea and future of Europe.
Mr. Seraphim Seferiades, PhD – Panteion University of Social and Political Science, Greece

Topic: Solidarity in Protest: Insurrectionary Collective Action in Greece

PhD. Seraphim Seferiades (PhD Columbia) is an Assistant Professor of Politics at the Panteion University of Social and Political Science, Athens and Life Member in Politics and History at the University of Cambridge (CLH). His work spans European and Greek labor and social history, contentious politics and social science methodology. He has edited or co-edited volumes on methodology, social movements and the Greek dictatorship and published extensively in journals such as Comparative Politics, the European Journal of Industrial Relations, the Journal of Contemporary History, the Rivista Italiana di Scienza Politica, the Journal of Modern Greek Studies and the Greek Political Science Review.
Assoc. Prof. Svetoslav Malinov, PhD – MEP (BC/EPP), Bulgaria

Topic: Is there a European demos?

In 2009 Assoc. Prof. Malinov is elected the 18-th Bulgarian Member of the European Parliament and is about to take into office after the Treaty of Lisbon enters into force. He will represent the center-right Blue Coalition (BC) in the EPP Group. Former MP. PhD, Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Philosophy - St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia, Political Sciences profile. Specialized in political theory in Oslo and New York, master of Political Philosophy, York University (UK). Between 2001 and 2002 Prof. Malinov is Director of the Political Analyses and Strategies Department at the center-right Union of Democratic Forces (UDF) party. Since 2002 he is editor in chief of the "Reason" magazine. He is a founder-member of the Democrats for Strong Bulgaria (DSB) center-right party.
	Panel One:
Mrs. Tihomira Trifonova, political analyst, Centre for Policy Modernization tiho@gateway.bg; + 359 2 981 55 26 or Mr. Borislav Mavrov, political analyst, European Institute bmavrov@europe.bg; 359 2 988 64 10


PANEL TWO: The European Cultural space and Identity (Hall "Triaditza II", fl. 1)

Cultural diversity; Youth issues; Education...
Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Ingrid Shikova PhD., Head of the European Studies Department, Sofia University “St. Kliment Ochridsky” 
Participants: 

Assoc. Prof. Ainārs Dimants, PhD – School of Business Administration Turiba in Riga, Latvia

Topic: European Ideas in Latvia - a model character of one book project

Prof. Ainārs Dimants is Head of the Communication Sciences Department and director of the doctoral study program on Communication Management. He completed his doctoral degree from the Berlin Free University and is well known in Latvia as a media researcher, journalist and one of the founders of the European Movement in Latvia. He is a member of the Baltic studies promotion union and the Baltic media research association, chairperson of the board of Media Institute and author of more than 60 academic publications. 

Mr. Aymeric Chassaing –  “Les Jeunes Européens” Association, France  

Topic: European construction: a matter of generation

The non-governmental association "Les Jeunes Européens" [The Young Europeans] (http://www.jeunes-europeens.org) aims at gathering young people, who are willing to act in favor of the European construction. The youths in it are militants, in particular, for the construction of a federal Europe. The organization works through networks on local level and its activities are in support of the political pluralism, tolerance and openness. 

Aymeric Chassaing is member of the national board of French Young Europeans association (Les Jeunes Européens-France), as Communication and Media officer. He has been working as Communication and Public affairs consultant in Paris. He graduated from Master of Public and Political Communication at Bordeaux Political Science Institute (Sciences Po Bordeaux).

Mr. Gianni Altavilla – Secretary of the Network of European Active Citizens (NEAC), Italy  

Topic: Citizenship, Diversity and Education

NEAC (http://www.neac2.eu) is an international, non profit Organization whose aim is to stimulate a broader conscience in participation of people for the choices and strategies of developing a democratic culture. The Association engages itself to act to value, spread and use any creative expressive way, and therefore will activate, at national and international level, programs for information and training. By means of promotional adhesions, partnerships and synergies, an infrastructure with the network has been formed, this will be able to contribute to the growing of individuals, associations and groups and give important contributions to the European citizen development. 

Mr. Gianni Altavilla was ANSA Information Agency collaborator from 1983 to 1994, from 1976 to 1992 he used to be Head of Press and P.R. Office at San Carlo Opera House in Naples. “Illica” prize in 1982 for the activity carried out just in this last one Institution. His professional activity has been also carried out to many foreign countries. He also carried his reporter activity during crises periods in Lebanon, Iran and during the first Gulf War in Iraqi and Jordania. He has been between founders of NEAC Association and actually is General Secretary and charged of Press Office.

Mr. Hans Jörg Trenz, PhD – the Humboldt University, Germany 

Topic: Contesting collective identities in relation to EU-constitution-making

Hans Jörg Trenz's previous positions were: senior researcher at Humboldt-University of Berlin / Germany, post-doctoral fellow in the graduate school “The New Europe” at Humboldt University / Freie University of Berlin, researcher at Münchner Projektgruppe Sozialforschung, Munich/Germany. Hans-Jörg Trenz studied sociology, political science, criminology and Romance languages at the University of Saarbrücken / Germany, University of Bari / Italy, University of Barcelona / Catalonia and Middlesex University / London. He holds a PhD in Social and Political Sciences from the European University Institute in Florence. In January 2005 Hans-Jörg Trenz concluded his “Habilitationsverfahren” at Humboldt University in Berlin. Among his fields of interest are: the emergence of a European public sphere and of a European Civil Society, European civilization and identity, migration and ethnic minorities, cultural and political sociology, social and political theory. 
Mr. Haris Nikokavouras - Mediterranean SOS Network, Greece 
Topic: Volunteering in the European Union

The Mediterranean SOS Network (www.medsos.gr) is a non-profit, non-governmental organization active since 1990. It engages itself to raise public awareness and to encourage changes in citizens' everyday behavior that impact on the environment. The Mediterranean SOS Network also advocates and promotes cooperation among social partners, stakeholders and policy-makers at local, national and regional level. It also promotes active public participation in sustainable development strategies and intercultural exchanges. Mr. Haris Nikokavouras is a Chemistry graduate from the University of Essex. He also holds an MSc from the University College of London in “Environment, Science and Society”. He has been involved with a great number of NGOs in the past, working mainly in the field of environment and human rights. He has also worked on various areas as a volunteer for many years and is currently the Volunteer Action Co-ordinator for the Mediterranean SOS Network. 

Mr. Herbert Heuss - The Central Council of German Sinti and Roma, Germany 
Topic: The Roma people in Europe

The Central Council of German Sinti and Roma is a civil society organization, acting as the umbrella organization of nine state organizations as well as a number of local Sinti and Roma NGOs. Main tasks of the Central Council are the representation of the minorities' interests towards the Federal Government and its institutions, and also at international levels.  Basic task still is the establishment of compensation for Sinti and Roma, one of the dark chapters of Germany's postwar history.  Of equal importance was and is combating discrimination, by state institutions, e.g. police, as well as in the broader society, e.g. media.

Mrs. Maria Dimitrova, Mrs. Elena Atanasova - “Zaedno” Foundation, Bulgaria

Topic: The Future: Europe 2020 – values as a lifestyle – positive reality for us and our children

“ZAEDNO – Communication for Support and Development” Foundation (ZAEDNO) is a Bulgarian youth non-governmental, non-commercial and non-political organization, registered in 2005. Its mission is to inspire and support the creative dialogue and joint activities of civil organizations, initiatives and individuals, working in the field of youth development, social justice and care of Nature. ZAEDNO target group consists of: Children and youth from all social, economical and ethical backgrounds; Civil organizations working in the field of youth development, social justice and care of Nature; Social, cultural and educational institutions; Specialists and research teams working for civil society development – social justice, youth and community development and environment protection.

Prof. Paulo Vila Maior, PhD – the University Fernando Pesoa, Portugal  

Topic: European Union Citizenship: The Hard Road Between a Promising Potential and Bitterness

Prof. Paulo Vila Maior PhD .works for the Faculty of Human and Social Sciences of the University Fernando Pessoa (Porto, Portugal). He is member of the Centre of Cultural, Language and Behavioral Sciences (CECLICO) and also holds an associate membership of University Association for Contemporary European Studies (UACES) and the Portuguese Association of Political Science (APCP). Among his research interests are the political science, the political economy and the European financial institutions, EU integration.
Mrs. Rumyana Kamberska – Sofia University, Bulgaria

Topic: Europe 2020: making policies for children

Ms. Kamberska is a PhD candidate at the European Studies Department of the Sofia University. Her research interests are focused on Bulgaria's EU membership and its effect on child welfare policy-making. Ms. Kamberska holds a Master's degree in European integration and a Bachelor's degree in Political Science from the Sofia University. She also works at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria - EU Directorate, where she deals with the EU enlargement policy, institutional issues and justice and home affairs.
	Panel Two:
Mrs. Malina Stefanova, International Programs and Projects Expert, the European institute mstefanova@europe.bg; + 359 2 988 64 10 or Mr. Ognian Boyadjiev, Europe Gateway Editor in Chief ognian@europe.bg; + 359 888 66 10 26


PANEL THREE: The solidarity in the EU – shared responsibility for the development
 (Hall "Sofia", fl. 2)

The Cohesion policy for the 2014-2020 programming period – the basic challenges; 
EU-enlargement; Social policy...

Moderator: Mrs. Lubov Panayotova, European Institute Foundation, director. 

Participants:

Mrs. Alexandra Soci – Institute for Public Policy (IPP), Romania  

Topic: The Renewed European Social Agenda - facing social reality of Europe

The IPP (http://www.ipp.ro) is a Romanian non-governmental organization. Its main goal is to support an increased quality of the processes related to the development of public policies in Romania. The strategic areas of interest of the IPP are transparency of the legislative process, reform of the local government system, fight against corruption and promotion of integrity at all local government levels, organization and operation of election systems and processes, funding of political parties, promoting the rights of the disabled, etc. Mrs. Alexandra Soci is Administrative Manager at IPP Romania. 

Mrs. Alexandra Soci is a researcher who works with the Institute for Public Policy, Romania (IPP) since 2001. She studied at the Faculty of Political Science in Bucharest, and has a master in Governance and Institutional development. The main area of expertise of Mrs. Soci is political parties finances and electoral process in Romania. Mrs. Soci is author and co-author of various studies and reports related to the fields of political parties, elections, electoral campaigns, and political parties’ finances, transparency of local and central institutions in Romania. 

Mr. Andreas Woidich and Mr. Stefan Pommer, MKW Labour Market and Economic research GmbH Munich, Germany

Topic: Initiatives and new trends on cross-border labor markets in Europe

The MKW GmbH was founded in 1994 as a purely economic research and consulting company. Today, its product range includes also knowledge management and development of Information management. The main focus of MKW GmbH is on studies, research and project management in the areas of European labor markets and mobility, migration, industrial relations, employment policy, the European educational area, cultural industries, health economy and various business services including IT services, relocation consulting and grant. Mr Stefan Pommer and Mr. Andreas Woidich are social and economic scientists from MKW, Economic Research & Consulting Institute. They have a large number of publications on cross-border cooperation in the field of labor markets and mobility, employment etc. 

Mrs. Filiz Hyusmenova, MEP (MRF/ALDE), Bulgaria

Topic: The Future of the European Regions: 2020 – an Expected Challenge

Mrs. Hyusmenova (www.filizhyusmenova.com) is Vice-Chairwoman of the Committee on Regional Development. As MEP she is also substitute member to the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs. She is Member of the High-level Group on Gender Equality. Mrs. Hyusmenova is also President of the Bulgarian delegation in ALDE for MRF’s members (Movement for Rights and Freedoms) and member of the ALDE Bureau. She is member to the Delegation to the Parliamentary Cooperation Committees EU-Armenia, EU-Azerbaijan and EU-Georgia. She is member of the Delegation to the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly.

Mr. Hans W. Grohs, PhD – European consumer debt network, Austria

Topic: Financial Inclusion – a Way to Fight Poverty

The European Consumer Debt Network - Ecdn (www.asb-gmbh.at/ecdn/index.php) is a European level civil society network built on the experiences and activities of key actors in the fight against over-indebtedness and financial exclusion from across Europe, such as debt advice services, educational organizations, consumer agencies, research institutes, etc. From early 2007 the development of Ecdn has been coordinated by ASB Schuldnerberatungen GmbH (www.schuldenberatung.at), the umbrella organization of the Austrian debt advice centers. Mr. Hans W. Grohs, director of ASB, has been elected to act as the president of the preliminary Ecdn management committee that includes representatives of all founding members. He studied law and management in Salzburg and Linz. Mr. Grohs is an expert in the debt advice. He is also the founding member of the Viennese “Die Zweite Sparcasse” non profit bank.

Mr. Kristian Vigenin – MEP (BSP/S&D), Bulgaria

Topic: The Eastern Partnership and the Enlargement of the EU –challenges until 2020

Mr. Vigenin (www.vigenin.eu) is Chairman of the Delegation to the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly in the European Parliament. As MEP, he is also member of the Conference of Delegation Chairs, the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Cooperation Committee. He is substitute member of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety and of the Delegation to the EU-Russia Parliamentary Cooperation Committee. He is also member of the Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats.
Mr. Marc Garcet - Association interregionale de guidance et de santé, Belgium

Topic: European Union’s Contributions to its Peoples

The “Association interregionale de guidance et de santé” was founded 45 years ago. Since then, its activities have considerably broadened. Nowadays, AIGS works in the areas of mental and social health, psychosocial re-adaptation, professional training, health and social prevention, cultural development, social ecology. Among the main goals of the organization is the development of a social European network and the building of social Europe. 

Mr. Marc Garcet is a founding member and Secretary General of the Association interregionale de guidance et de santé – AIGS (http://www.aigs.be). Formerly, he was professor at the Institut d’Etudes Sociales de l’Etat de Bruxelles and director of the NGO Service Civil International. At present, Mr. Garcet is a psychiatric social worker and a psycho dramatist. He is a well known expert in the areas of medical-psychosocial organization and mental health. Mr. Garcet is the author of a large number of publications.

Mrs. Maria Prohaska, PhD – Director of the Center for Economic Development, Bulgaria

Topic: The Future of Flexicurity under a Gender Perspective

The Center for Economic Development (CED) is a non-governmental think tank in the economic policy area, established in 1997. It actively contributes to Bulgaria’s economic development and achievement of sustainable growth, plays a key role in formulating economic policy options and in promoting public debate on major economic issues; fosters cooperation between the public, private, NGO sector, and educational institutions in addressing and resolving economic problems. CED carries out economic research, analysis and elaboration of current economic legislation; develops economic policy options.

Mrs. Maria Prohaska PhD is Executive Director and Senior Researcher at CED. She has previously worked as Economic Program Coordinator at the Center for the Study of Democracy in Sofia. She holds a Ph.D. in International Economics from the Institute for International Economic and Political Studies at the Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow and has followed a Post-doctoral study on poverty at the Ruskin College, Oxford. 

Assoc. Prof. Milena Stefanova, PhD – Sofia University, Bulgaria

Topic: Cohesion Policies – Economic, Social, Territorial Dimensions

Assoc. Prof. Milena Stefanova PhD at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Faculty of Philosophy, Department of Public Administration. Lecturer in Local Self-government and Public Administration.  Author of many publications in the sphere of local democracy, local and regional policy. 
Mr. Nedzad Mehmedovic – Center for Research and Policy Making, Republic of Macedonia (FYROM)
Topic: Migration changes/challenges after the visa liberalization for the Western Balkan countries

Center for Research and Policy Making- CRPM is a think tank which engages in policy analysis, seeking to open the policy making process to citizens, improve laws., assess institutional capacities for their implementation as well as monitor and evaluate how much these policies are creating public value or are directed towards the “Europeanization” of Macedonia. CRPM regularly organizes forums, roundtables, and debates offering to policy makers “just-in-time” policy recommendations that are product of comprehensive policy research, well argued and focused on Government actions on policy issues subject to the CRPM’s research interest. 

Mr. Nedzad Mehmedovic is a research assistant at CRPM – Centre for Research and Policy making. He has previously worked on a EU funded project - Technical Assistance to the Civil Servants Agency and strengthening the implementation of the National System for Training Coordination, and was a research assistant  in the project: ‘Attitudes Toward the Death Penalty in Ethnically Divided Societies: Albania, Macedonia, Montenegro’. He has a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science at University “S.s. Cyril and Methodius”-Skopje and a Master’a degree in Public Policy from the same university.
Prof. Theodoros Sakellaropoulos - EPEKSA, Greece 

Topic: European Social policy and the role of civil society

The Scientific Society for Social Cohesion and Development (www.epeksa.gr) is a non-profit civil society organization founded in 2006. EPEKSA is dedicated to the promotion of Social Cohesion and Social Development. It is committed to the advancement of social solidarity as a basic component of the modern economic and social system.  

Theodoros Sakellaropoulos is Professor at the Department of Sociology, Panteion University, where he is also Director of the Centre of Social and Economic Research (KEKOE). He studied Law and Economics in Athens and Berlin. His main research interests revolve around the following areas: political economy, social policy, employment policies, social inclusion policies, European policies in the fields of employment and social protection, supranational social policies etc. Professor Sakellaropoulos is President of the Society for Social Cohesion and Development. 

Mr. Vladimir Shopov – Politologist, Sophia Analytica, Bulgaria

Topic: Frontiers and Political Obstacles to the European Solidarity

Mr. Vladimir Shopov is founder and managing partner of Sophia Analytica Ltd., а research and consultancy company. Some of his previous positions include lecturer and tutor in European Politics, Sofia University; Senior Fellow at the Institute for Regional and International Studies, Sofia; Counselor, Bulgarian Mission to the EU, Brussels and EU Policy and Diplomatic Adviser to the Minister of Interior, Sofia. He has worked with various committees of the European Parliament, with the Bulgarian Foreign Ministry, the European Commission, the British Council and has been occasional speech-writer and adviser at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
TO CONTACT THE CONFERENCE TEAM:
	Panel Three:
Mrs. Maria Nikolova, Economic and Social Development expert, Centre for Policy Modernization maria@europe.bg; + 359 2 981 55 26 or Mrs. Ani Nedkova, Development Projects expert, European Institute anedkova@europe.bg; + 359 2 988 64 10. 
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