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Slovene Citizens’ Perspective 
on the Future of Europe

National Consultation in Slovenia

Portorož, 10.-11.2.2007

The European Citizens’ Consultation in Slovenia

The Slovene Citizens Consultation on 10th-11th February gathered 45 citizens in Portorož to develop the Slovene perspectives on the future of Europe. The citizens participating in the Slovene consultation were randomly invited according to criteria of representativeness: different age groups,  different educational levels, gender, and other Member States-specific criteria are considered to ensure an approximately representative composition of the consultations.


The event, held at Grand Hotel Metropol in Portorož, was organised by CNVOS – Centre for information service, cooperation and development of NGOs. 

Ambassador of Slovene Citizens’ Consultations was Lojze Peterle, member of the European parliament. The event and a discussion café for journalists, policy-makers and experts were attended also by dr. Romana Jordan Cizelj, member of the European Parliament, dr. Lucija Čok, chancellor of the University of Primorska and Denis Fakin, deputy mayor of the Municipality of Piran. The Consultations were supported by Mihela Zupančič, head of Representation of the European Commission in Slovenia and Anton Kokalj, head of the Committee on the EU Affairs in the National Assembly.

Resource persons, who assisted citizens in their tasks, were:

· for the theme ‘Energy and Environment’: Andrej Klemenc from the Slovenski E forum ( expert based NGO in the field of sustainable energy policy) and Mateja Celestina from Center Evropa (information and education centre on EU matters); 
· for the theme ‘Family and Social Welfare’: Mitja Durnik from SIDIP – Association for innovative political science and Nina Sankovič from Center Evropa;
· For the theme ‘EU’s Global Role and Immigration’: Irena Brinar from the Faculty of Social Sciences in Ljubljana and Saša Horvat Šimonka from Center Evropa.
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National Perspective

1) Energy & Environment: The environmental and economic impact of Europe’s energy use

We want to live in a Europe of conscious people being aware of the consequences of their impact on the environment, who seek and use renewable and clean sources of energy and by doing so they save energy in order to preserve the four seasons. Thus, Europe becomes energy independent and ecologically driven and as such a rich heritage for future generations.

The EU should be involved in the field of energy and environment since we are facing problems on a global level and it is the only one who can ensure non-biased information to all people living in the EU. It should do so with the introduction of an environmental tax and tax deductions, which will encourage the production and consumption of clean energy and environmentally friendly products and rationalize the consumption of energy. 

It should introduce independent control at the national level, which would report to a monitoring agency at the EU level and assure the attainment of common goals. At the same time it should enable permanent awareness raising of all generations through professionals and educational institutions, which will transfer their knowledge on the inhabitants of the EU.

2) Family & Social Welfare: The social and economic conditions for Europe’s families

We want to live in a Europe in which all generations of her citizens will create - actively and in solidarity - conditions for the following: respect for family as a value, social equality and a more just job market.


EU should be involved in drafting and implementing legislation that will ensure an open and fair job market, which leads to social equality of all generations. And since the family is our value, the EU should - through guidelines - encourage activities in the areas of education and learning, civil initiative, cultural exchange and social transfers that will – with appropriate housing and financial policy - lead to the increase of the fertility rate on national levels.
3) EU’s Global Role & Immigration: The EU’s role in the world and the management of immigration

We want to live in a Europe that ensures conditions for the employment and education of its citizens as well as imigrants with an active migration policy inside and outside its boarders. By respecting human rights this Europe ensures economical, cultural and religious integration and the co-existence of all its inhabitants in a multicultural community and at the same time helps developing countries with a common social and development aid. 


EU should be involved in order to ensure an efficient and coordinated use of targeted financial resources for the organization of education and employment - both in the developing countries and in the EU - in the field of active migration policy. It should provide the security and efficient/balanced integration of immigrants and local residents through the monitoring of migration in the framework in the Schengen Information System and through ensuring the minimum standards of economic, social, cultural and political rights. 

Impressions from the Slovene Citizens’ Consultation
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Comparison of results across locations: demographic voting
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Discussion café with journalists, policy-makers and experts: Ambassador of Slovene Citizens’ Consultations Mr. Lojze Peterle, member of the European parliament 
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Group discussion

