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“Laws that are framed in general terms may be better
suited to the achievement of their objectives, in as
much as in fields governed by public policy
circumstances may vary widely in time and form one
case to the other. A very detailed enactment would not
provide the required flexibility, and it might... obscure



its purposes behind a veil of detailed provisions... One
must be wary of using the doctrine of vagueness to
prevent or impede state action in furtherance of valid
social objectives, by requiring the law to achieve a
degree of precision to which the subject-matter does
not lend itself” (R. v. Nova Scotia Pharmaceutical
Society (1992) 139 N.R. 241, 280).
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“It is quite accepted that criminal law has a role to play
in this area. Protecting the integrity of government is
crucial to the proper functioning of a democratic
system. Criminal law has a historic and well-
established role in helping to preserve that integrity.



Section 121(1)(C) has a special role to play in this
regard. This court has decided on several occasions
that the crucial purpose encompassed by this section is
not merely to preserve the integrity of government, but
to preserve the appearance of the integrity as well”
(Hinchey v. The Queen (1996) 142 D.L.R. (4™) 50, 59).
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Frauds and 140. Any person employed in the

breaches public service who, in the
of trust by discharge of the duties of his
public office, commits any fraud or
officers breach of trust affecting the

public whether such fraud or
breach of trust would have been
criminal or not if committed
against a private person, is guilty
of a misdemeanor.
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