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Jlezenoa na usnonzeanume 3Hauu

IMporuesypa Ha KOHCYITAIHS
MHO3UHCMBO OM NOOAOeHUMme 21aAco8e
**]  Ilpomemypa Ha CTPYIHHYECTBO (ITBPBO YESTEHE)
MHO3UHCBO OM NOOAOEHUme 21acoge
**[I  IIpomemypa Ha CBTPYAHHYECTBO (BTOPO YETEHE)
MHO3UHCMBO OM NOOA0eHume 21acose 3a 0000psasane Ha odwama
nosuyust
MHO3UHCIMBO OM 8CUUKU Ynenose na Ilapramenma 3a omxevpsine
U USMeHeHue Ha 0owama no3uyusl
*¥*%  OmoOpeHue
MHO3UHCMBO Om Gcuuku unenoge Ha Ilapnamenma, oceen 6
cayuaume no ynenoge 105, 107, 161 u 300 om [ozoeopa 3a EO u
unen 7 om Jocosopa 3a EC

***]  [Ipouemypa Ha CPBMECTHO B3€MaHe Ha pelleHHe (ITbpPBO YeTeHe)
MHO3UHCBO OM NOOAOeHUme 21acoge
***][  Ilpomemypa Ha CBBMECTHO B3eMaHe Ha pellleHue (BTOpPO YeTeHe)

MHO3UHCMBO OM NOOA0eHume 21acose 3a 0000psasane Ha odwama
nosuyust
MHO3UHCIMBO OM 8CU4KU Ynenose na Ilapramenma 3a omxevpsine
U USMeHeHue Ha 0owama no3uyusl

***#[I1  IIpouemypa Ha CHBMECTHO B3eMaHe Ha penieHue (TPETo YeTeHe)
MHO3UHCMBO OM NOOA0eHume 21acose 3a 0000peHue Ha
CbeMeCmHUS NPOEKM

(TTocoueHnara mpoteaypa ce 6a3upa Ha IpaBHATa OCHOBA, PEIIOKEHA OT
Komucusra.)

H3menenusn na 3aKkonooamesieH meKkcm

V3MeHeHnsITa, BHECEHH OT IlapiaMeHTa, ca OTOENSI3aHuU C noTyuep Kypcus.
OTOeI3BaHeTO @ Kypcus € IPEIHA3HAYCHO 32 CHOTBETHUTE CIICIHATN3HPAHN
otnenu. To e CpeACTBO 3a KOMYHHKAIUS MEXKY CIIEUAIM3HPAHUTE CITyXKOH
Ha JIBETE MHCTUTYIIMH U CE OTHACS 10 YaCTHTE OT 3aKOHOJATEITHHUS TEKCT, 32
KOHUTO € MPE/TIOKEHO N3MEHEHHE C 1171 M3TOTBSIHE HA OKOHYATETHHS TEKCT
(HarmpuMep OYEBHTHO TPEIIHY WITH JIMIICBAIIM YaCTH B J]aJIcHa €3UKOBa
Bepcust). ITonpaBkuTe OT TO3M BUJI MOAJIEKAT HA CHITIACYBAHE MEIKITY
CHOTBETHUTE CITYXKOH.
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MPOEKT HA 3AKOHOOATEJTHA PE30NIOLMA HA EBPOMEUCKUA
NAPNTAMEHT

OTHOCHO Npe/I0KeHneTo 3a pelieHne Ha EBponelickus napjaament u Ha CbBera 3a
usMmeHenne Ha Persament (EO) Ne 1059/2003 oTHOCHO ycTaHOBSIBaHEe HA 001112
KJIacupuKanus HA TEPUTOPUATHUTE eAMHUIHM 32 ctaTtucTHYeckH Heau (NUTS) nopaan
npuchbeIMHsiBaHeT0 HA bbarapusa u PymbHus kbMm EBponeiickus cb103
(COM(2007)0095) — C6-0091/2007 — 2007/0038(COD))

(ITpoueaypa Ha CbBMECTHO B3eMaHe Ha pellleHHe: MbPBO YeTeHe)

Eesponetickuam napramenm,

KaTo B3€ NpeaBu npeioxkennero Ha Komucusita 1o EBponeiickus napiament u CbBera
(COM(2007)0095))',

Kato B3e npensua wieHd 251, nmaparpad 2 u wien 285, maparpad 1 ot Jorosopa 3a EO,
CBIJIACHO KOUTO MPEJUIOKEHUETO My e TipeactaBeHo oT Komucusita (C6-0091/2007),

KaTo B3€ IpeaBUJ WieH 51 OT cBOs NPaBUIIHUK,
KaTo B3€ MPEABU/I IOKJIaa Ha KOMUCHATA TT0 pernoHaiHO pa3sutue (A6-0000/2007),
onoOpsBa npeioxkenneTo Ha Komucusra;

Ipru3oBaBa Komucusra Ja C€ OTHECC 1O HEIro OTHOBO, B cnyqaﬁ Y€ Bb3HaAMEpsBa Ja BHECC
CBbIICCTBCHHU ITPOMCHHU B CBOCTO MPCIJIOKCHUC NN Jia TO 3aMCHHA C IPYT TCKCT,

BB3JIara Ha CBOs TIpejicenaTen aa npeaajae no3umusata Ha [lapimamenta na ChpBeTa u Ha
Komucusra.

' Bee ome HenyGmukysaso B OB.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

1. Introduction

Regional statistics are used at Community level as an objective statistical base for a number of
very diverse purposes. Major political importance attaches to some of these, e.g. the
determination of the areas eligible for the Structural Funds or for state aids (in the latter case,
subject to compatibility with Articles 87 to 89 of the EC Treaty).

Regulation EC 1059/2003 of the European Parliament and the Council establishes a common
classification of territorial units for statistics (NUTS) based on demographic criteria, pursuant
to the Community's need for a suitable legal basis for such classification.

2. Background

Regional statistics are a cornerstone of the European statistical system, being used for a wide
range of purposes and by a wide range of users. For instance, regional data of the EU Member
States are used for allocating structural funds in a rational and consistent way. Hence, regional
statistics are the objective statistical base for important political decisions. The work on a
Regulation to give NUTS a legal status started in spring 2000, with the adoption and entering
into force in 2003 of the above mentioned Regulation.

The current NUTS breakdown subdivides each Member State into a number of regions at
NUTS 1 level. Each of these is then subdivided into regions at NUTS level 2, and these in
turn into regions at NUTS level 3. The European Parliament has urged for including a fourth
NUTS category (see for example report A5-0071/2003; rapporteur: Rosa Miguélez Ramos) in
order to cover smaller territorial units.

In order to meet a growing general need for information at local level, the Commission set up
an infra-regional information system, the first step being to compile a Community
classification of local administrative units ("LAU") compatible with NUTS. Accordingly, the
LAU are the basic components of NUTS regions. Following this, two further LAU levels
have been defined in accordance with the NUTS principles, but only the last and smallest
(LAU level 2) has been fixed for all Member States. This usually corresponds to the concept
of the 'municipality’ or 'commune'.

With the approach of a large number of new Member States entering the Union, the criteria
was set to clarify the reference territorial units (NUTS) in order to define a consistent regional
breakdown of territory for statistical purposes. This purely technical aspect had in fact major
implications for local and regional governments.

In 2005, the Commission presented a Communication as provided for in art 2(5) of the above
mentioned Regulation EC 1059/2003, on the appropriateness of establishing rules on a
Europe-wide basis for more detailed levels in the NUTS Classification (COM(2005)0473).

The Commission concludes in its Communication (COM(2005)473 final) that, currently, no

additional level of regional breakdown should be envisaged in the framework of the NUTS
Regulation.
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3. The European Commission proposal for a regulation

The Commission is proposing to amend Regulation (EC) No 1059/2003 on the establishment
of a common classification of territorial units for statistics (NUTS) by reason of the accession
of Bulgaria and Romania to the EU.

The amending Regulation coherently follows a previous one, Regulation (EC) No 1888/2005
of the European Parliament and the Council due to the accession of ten Member States in
2004.

4. Conclusion

According to your rapporteur, it is necessary to integrate, in line with the Commission
proposal, the classification of the territorial units of Bulgaria and Romania into the statistical
classification of the Community. He therefore welcomes the Commission's initiative
regarding adaptation of the annexes to Regulation (EC) No 1059/2003 of the European
Parliament and of the Council in this regard.

Your rapporteur does not consider it necessary to table amendments to the Commission
proposal. Nonetheless, as has been stressed by the European Parliament earlier, certain
elements should be highlighted such as the treatment of smaller administrative units. A NUTS
level for 'smaller administrative units' would make it possible to reflect real circumstances
more accurately and avoid anomalies such as the presence of regional units with highly
differing populations within the same NUTS level. Your rapporteur therefore strongly
encourages the Commission, as also mentioned in the Communication (COM(2005)473
final), to reassess the situation during the year to come, which follows the start of the new
Cohesion Policy period, in order to look closer at the prospects of creating another NUTS
level.

Attention should, however, be paid concerning Annex 3 as amended which do not strictly
follows the population criteria with regard to two regions in Romania, named non-
administrative in the regulation. Since this appeared the best classification to make for the
sake of continuity of statistical data, and since, this classification was also agreed upon by
concerned authorities, your rapporteur does not see any need to propose other classification.
However, it would be appropriate to revise this classification in the next revision of current
structure.

Furthermore, your rapporteur recommends the harmonisation of LAU level 1 to be supported
actively by the Commission at a European scale. This could be done through exchange of
views between statistical offices, encouraged and supported by the Commission, and the
elaboration of guiding principle to harmonise the concepts with regard to the definition of
LAU level 1 regions.
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